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IN RECOGNITION OF DOMAINE
CHANDON OF NAPA VALLEY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Domaine Chandon,
the Napa Valley leading sparkling wine pro-
ducer, as it celebrates its 30th Anniversary.

Domaine Chandon was founded in 1973 as
the first American sparkling wine venture es-
tablished by the French Champagne house,
Moet et Chandon. As pioneers in producing
California sparkling wine, Domaine Chandon
has had a far-reaching impact on winemaking
in the Napa Valley and is continuing to break
new ground with its foodloving wines, both
sparking and varietal stills.

Before Domaine Chandon was established,
American-made sparkling wine was over-
shadowed by French Champagne. When Moet
et Chandon, makers of Dom Perignon and
other fine Champagnes, selected the Napa
Valley as the next world class sparkling wine
regions, it helped establish California’s reputa-
tion as one of the world’s top wine producing
regions.

In addition to producing premium sparking
wine and a highly regarding line of still wines,
Domaine Chandon has proven that sparkling
wines shouldn’t be limited to New Year's Eve
and weddings. With eight sparkling wine
cuvees available nationally and five specialty
wines available at the winery, Domaine
Chandon offers a full range of flavors and
styles that are very well matched with foods.
As the only Napa Valley winery with an on-site
restaurant, Domaine Chandon showcases the
pairing sparkling wine with food and in doing
so, has help establish the region as a world-
renowned dining destination.

Mr. Speaker, as Domaine Chandon cele-
brates its 30th anniversary with a showcase
30-course dinner and other signature events
the weekend of May 2 through May 4, 2003,
it is appropriate that we recognize them today
for their many contributions to fine wine and
fine dining in California’s Napa Valley.

——
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sincerity and enthusiasm that | congratu-
late the employees of Serenity House of Gary,
Inc. as they celebrate 25 years of assisting
those in the Gary, Indiana community as they
recover from alcohol and drug addiction.
These devoted individuals will commemorate
their Silver Anniversary at a banquet to be
held on April 26, 2003.

Serenity House of Gary, Inc. is a transitional
facility that nurtures residents as they recover
from the mental, physical, and spiritual effects
of alcohol and drug addiction, as well as pro-
viding employment counseling and referrals to
ensure that the reintegration into the commu-
nity is successful for both the patient and
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those in the surrounding area. The employees
at Serenity House are committed to supporting
addicts and their families through every step
of the recovery process. By promoting each
individual’s talents and skills, these employees
teach all those committed to recovering to de-
velop meaningful, productive lives without the
reliance upon narcotics and alcohol.

Mr. Speaker, Serenity House opened in Au-
gust 1980 to fulfill the need for a residential
treatment facility in Lake County, Indiana. It
provides a supportive environment for patients
to recover from their addiction as they simulta-
neously learn important life skills, such as ob-
taining and maintaining both employment and
housing in order to enrich the quality of their
lives. The employees are trained to counsel
and assist those who are recovering from de-
pendency, and are therefore able to create a
positive atmosphere in which the patients are
prepared to enjoy the benefits of their suc-
cess.

The physical and emotional suffering
caused by addiction affects not only the indi-
vidual, but also hovers like a storm cloud over
all those who have a vested interest in his or
her well-being. Serenity House provides a safe
haven for those who wish to recover from their
dependency but are unable to do so on their
own. It is within these walls that those who are
looking for the opportunity to improve their
lives can find solace.

Mr. Speaker, at this time | ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
congratulating the employees of Serenity
House of Gary, Inc. for 25 years of service to
the residents of Lake County, Indiana.
Through their efforts, many in the Northwest
Indiana community have had the opportunity
to enhance their lives and recover from a de-
bilitating illness. It is this compassion and
commitment to their fellow man that makes
Northwest Indiana a great community, and |
am honored to represent these outstanding in-
dividuals in Congress.

—————
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Mr. KUNINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of Metroparks Rangers
Chief James Whitley Jr., on the occasion of
his recent retirement from service with the
Cleveland Metroparks.

Raised in Cleveland, Chief Whitley grad-
uated from John Hay High School in 1976. He
enlisted in the U.S. Navy shortly thereafter.
While stationed in England, Chief Whitley
earned a Bachelor's degree in Psychology.
Following four years of exemplary service to
his country, he came home to Cleveland
where he worked as a caseworker for Cuya-
hoga County. In that capacity, Chief Whitley
helped troubled veterans obtain shelter, food
and benefits.

In 1982, Chief Whitley began his service as
a police officer with the City of Cleveland
Heights. His outstanding work and personal
dedication to helping others was clearly re-
jected throughout his tenure of service. He
rose quickly through the department ranks and
was promoted to Commander of the Traffic
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Bureau in 1990. Significantly and historically,
Chief Whitley broke through racial barriers by
becoming the first African-American Sergeant
within the Cleveland Heights Police Depart-
ment, which paved the way for other men and
women to follow.

As Chief of the Metroparks Ranger, Chief
Whitley’s vision and leadership brought new
life to the Ranger Special Units and was a sig-
nificant force behind the newly constructed
headquarters operations facilities, opening this
fall. A tireless supporter of continued edu-
cation, Chief Whitley was a strong advocate
for post-secondary education for rangers and
staff.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor, admiration, gratitude and recognition
of Chief Ranger James of our country and on
behalf of the citizens of our Cleveland commu-
nity have served to lift the spirits Whitley, Jr.
Chief Whitley’s exceptional work ethic, law en-
forcement expertise and commendable service
on behalf and the lives of countless individuals
and families and we extend our best wishes
throughout his future endeavors.

———

IN HONOR OF GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 182nd Anniversary of Greek Inde-
pendence Day. On March 25, 1821, the peo-
ple of Greece began their quest for freedom
from the Ottoman Turks, and we commemo-
rate their resolve and their country’s enduring
independence.

The birth of democracy in Greece ushered
in one of the true golden ages of Western Civ-
ilization, and the democratic ideals of ancient
Greece provided an inspiration and foundation
for American democracy. The peoples of
Greece and the United States enjoy a rich
friendship based on our common devotion to
the ideals of freedom and democracy. Our na-
tion continues to strive for high standards of
equality and justice championed by Greek phi-
losophy; and, in shaping their new democracy,
the Greeks used the Declaration of Independ-
ence as a guide.

The celebration of Greek Independence Day
provides a chance for Americans and Greeks
alike to reflect on and celebrate a common
history that shares the same principles of free-
dom and democracy.

The Greek Independence Day parade con-
tinued its grand tradition this year, marking the
65th annual parade along Fifth Avenue in New
York City. | praise the efforts of the Federation
of Hellenic Societies of Greater New York for
making such a celebration of Greek Independ-
ence possible. This annual tradition provides a
chance for Greeks and Americans to celebrate
Greek culture and to continue the great part-
nership between our peoples and cultures.

The commemoration of the Independence of
Greece is an important reminder of the con-
tributions of Greece to democracy in America
and worldwide. Today, | ask my colleagues to
join me in celebrating Greek Independence
Day and to pay tribute to the shared traditions
of Greek and American democracy.
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